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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 11 
October 2007 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 1 1 October 2007 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. The applicant primarily argues that Takeyama fails to disclose "said 
card insertion port comprising a slope to guide the insertion of a card into said internal 
housing wherein one end of the slope has an edge for abutting the card in a 
predetermined position". Takeyama clearly discloses the IC card (5) is inserted into the 
insertion space (6), through a card inlet/outlet port (17) down an inclination surface (18), 
while pressing down the upwardly directing hook (21) of the latch arm (20) such that 
when the insertion of the IC card has been completed, in "a predetermined position", the 
latch arm is restored and the upwardly directing hook is engaged with a rear end face of 
the IC card to prevent the IC card from withdrawal, figures 2 and 4, column 5, lines 49. 
The directing hook (21) is at one end, the upper end of the slope and has an edge for 
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abutting the card. Further, the hook and resilient latch arm is a molded portion of the 
slope of the card connector. Consequently, it is the Examiner's opinion that this clear 
teaching of Takeyama reads on the broad claim language of the application. 

Response Period 

The previous Office Action filed 02 November 2007 is vacated with the period for 
response restarted with respect to this Office Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 1, 2, 4 and 9-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 102(a) as being anticipated 
by Takeyama et al. (US 6,343,018). 

As to claim 1, Takeyama teaches a card holding structure in an internal housing 
(figure 1, connector body (3) in closure member (2) of the battery case) comprising: 

A card insertion port provided in a battery holding concave portion of the internal 
housing (figures 1-4, column 4, lines 27-38, card inlet/outlet port (17)), 

Said card insertion port comprising a slope to guide the insertion of a card into 
the Internal housing wherein one end of the slope has an edge for abutting the card in a 
predetermined position and the other end is integral with the internal housing (figures 1 
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and 4, column 3, lines 49 to column 4, line 22, card inlet/outlet port (17) is formed at the 
upper end of the card insertion space (6) which is disposed at an angle of inclination 
with respect to the upper surface of the wiring circuit board (4); figures 4 and 6, column 
5, lines 30-49, directing hook (21) of the resilient latch arm (20) is engaged with a rear 
end face of the IC card so that the IC card is prevented from withdrawal and considered 
"an edge for abutting the card in a predetermined position"; figure 5D, column 4, line 59 
to column 5, line 9, inserted IC stops at a front end wall or guide stopper (28) at "a 
predetermined position" In contact with the electrical contacts), 

A card connector for holding the card (figures 1-5, column 3, lines 49-59, the card 
insertion space (6) is defined by the top (cover) plate (15), base plate (8) and the first 
and second side walls (9 and 10)). 

As to claim 2, Takeyama teaches the internal housing is provided with a holding 
rib for inserting the card to the predetermined position (figures 2, 4 and 5d, column 3, 
lines 34-57, engagement elements (11) project from the upper surfaces of the first and 
second side walls towards the interior of the card insertion space and the first and 
second side walls are adapted to restrict left and right side surfaces of the IC card). 

Claim 3 is cancelled. 

As to claim 4 with respect to claim 1 or 2, Takeyama teaches the internal housing 
which covers the card connector has a check opening (figures 2 and 3, the open area 
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labeled (27) of the card insertion space 6, not covered by top plate (15), shows the top 
front of the inserted IC card). 

Claims 5-8 cancelled. 

As to claim 9 with respect to claim 4, Takeyama teaches the card is visible in 
said check opening only when said card is positioned in the predetermined position in 
said internal housing (figures 2 and 3, the open area labeled (27) of the card insertion 
space 6, not covered by top plate (15), shows the top front of the inserted IC card). 

As to claim 10 with respect to claim 1 , Takeyama teaches wherein said internal 
housing which covers said card is provided with at least one protrusion extending in a 
direction toward a card connector and retaining said card in said predetermined position 
(figures 2-4, column 5, lines 4-17, engagement elements (11) formed as part of top 
cover plate (15) project towards the interior of the card insertion space (6) to restrict the 
upper surfaces of the left and right side edges of the IC card and prevent upward 
ejection of the card from the seated position). 

As to claim 1 1 with respect to claim 10, Takeyama teaches the at least one 
protrusion is located substantially over the card connector (figures 2 and 4, column 5, 
lines 4-17, protrusions (11) formed as part of top cover plate (15) located substantially 
over the card insertion space (6) and the electrical contacts (7)). 
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As to claim 12 with respect to claim 11, Takeyama teaches the card is pressed 
against said card connector by the at least one protrusion (figures 4 and 5D, column 5, 
lines 4-49, card is pressed against the engagement element (1 1) by the contacting 
terminals and the upwardly directing hook (21) is engaged with a rear end face of the IC 
card). 

As to claim 13 with respect to claim 1 , Takeyama teaches the internal housing is 
provided with a card receiving portion limiting movement of said card in a specified 
direction the card within the internal housing (figures 1-4, column 3, lines 31-59, card 
connector body (3)). 

As to claim 14, Takeyama teaches a card holding structure in an internal housing 
comprising: 

A card insertion port provided in a battery holding concave portion of an internal 
housing (figures 1-4, column 4, lines 27-38, card inlet/outlet port (17) of connector body 
(3) under the battery case), 

A slope part which is provided in said card insertion port to guide the insertion of 
a card into said internal housing (figures 1 and 4, column 3, lines 49 to column 4, line 
22, card inlet/outlet port (17) is formed at the upper end of the card insertion space (6) 
which is disposed at an angle of inclination with respect to the upper surface of the 
wiring circuit board (4)), 
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A stopper part located in the slope part wherein the stopper part is ductile so as 
to conform to the slope of the slope part when pressure is applied (figures 1-4, column 
5, lines 30-49, the IC card is inserted into the spaces (6) while pressing down the 
upwardly directing hook (21 ) of the latch arm (20)), 

A card connector for holding said card (figures 1-5, column 3, lines 31-59, card 
insertion space (6) is defined by the top plate(15), engagement elements (11), base 
plate (8) and the first and second side walls (9 and 10)).. 

As to claim 15 with respect to claim 1 , Takeyama teaches the integrally formed 
end of the slope is integral with the internal housing at an area defined by the card 
insertion port (figures 5a-5d, column 4, line 51 to column 5, line 29, the card holding 
structure is of one-piece structure integrally molded from synthetic resin). 

As to claim 16 with respect to claim 1, Takeyama teaches the card does not 
contact the sloped portion of the slope in the predetermined position (column 5, lines 4- 
17, the IC card is retained in its inclined posture within the card insertion space and 
sandwiched between the contacting terminal (13) of contact (7) and the engagement 
piece (11) and top plate (15)). 

As to claim 17 with respect to claim 1 , Takeyama teaches the card is parallel to 
the card connector in the predetermined position (figure 4, column 5, lines 4-23, parallel 
in the sense the contacts (7) press up against the lower surface of the IC card). 
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As to claim 18 with respect to claim 1 , Takeyama teaches the card abutting edge 
end of the slope is located down the slope from the integrally formed end (column 4, line 
67 to column 5, line 49, figures 4 and 5d, guide stopper (28) versus latch arm (20) with 
hook (21) on the slope). 

As to claim 19 with respect to claim 14, Takeyama teaches the card is parallel to 
the card connector in the predetermined position (figure 4, column 5, lines 4-23, parallel 
in the sense the contacts (7) press up against the lower surface of the IC card). 

As to claim 20 with respect to claim 10, Takeyama teaches the at least one 
protrusion is formed on an inside part of the internal housing (figure 2 and 4, the 
engagement elements (11) project from the upper surfaces of the first and second side 
walls (9 and 10) toward the interior of the card insertion space (6) and adapted to 
restrict left and right side surfaces of the IC card from upward ejection). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Blane J. Jackson whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7890. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday, 7:30 AM- 
6:00 PM, EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
Supervisor, Edward Urban can be reached on (571) 272-7899. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infomnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Sen/ice Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




